Perth County Active Transportation & Trails Meeting
Wednesday January 11, 2012                                                               Council chambers
7 – 8:30 pm                                                                                   Perth East Admin office

Minutes

Present:  Geoff VanderBaaren (Chair), Robert Woodrow, Doug Cota, Karen Hill, John Warkentin, Ken Maronets, Vanni Azzano, Amy Gangl, Ken Clarke, Dean Robinson, Dave Stewart, Kerry Price, Julie Behrns, Paul Nairn, Brad Hernden, Liz McNally, Alyson Nyiri, Tony Jackson, Toddy Smythe, Kelly Baird, Katherine Horst (recorder)
Welcome & introductions

Background

· MovingON committee was formed in 2009 to address issues around active transportation and had the vision of “A community where everyone can easily and safely walk or bike”

· In late 2011 members discussed future priorities and roles and agreed formation of a county-wide committee was important
· There has been interest in expansion of the Guelph to Goderich trail, specifically extending the Kissing Bridge trail through Perth County
· County Council approved the formation of a county-wide trails and active transportation committee to coordinate municipal efforts and work toward the creation of a Trails and Active Transportation master plan

· The County and the Perth District Health Unit will take the lead on getting the committee up and running

· It was also noted that County Council and the four lower tiers are beginning strategic planning and it would be ideal to include something around trails and active transportation

Draft committee structure

· Kerry circulated a draft committee structure for review and discussion

· It’s proposed that:

· the steering committee consist of 15-20 members who would oversee the committee and activities of the working groups
· four working groups be formed for awareness & education, trail routes, schools, and pedestrian & cycling safety

· a larger network be formed to provide input to priorities and meet 1-2x/year

· there could be a larger group of community partners, groups, individuals with no formal involvement but a communication link

· Attendees were asked to give thought to their involvement in the steering committee and/or a working group

· There is currently no budget for the committee but the county will provide other support as needed

· Attendees agreed that a purpose, vision and mission were needed before they could commit to being involved in the committee or working groups. Some participants  indicated their interest in specific working groups.
Next steps

· An ad hoc committee of Geoff, Katherine, Alyson, Amy, Doug, Tony, Ken, Vanni, Julie (time permitting), and possible snowmobile club representative will look at other committee models and draft a purpose, vision and mission to present to the larger group

Next meeting

The ad hoc committee will meet on February 1, 7:00pm at the Perth East Township office (25 Mill St. E, Milverton).
